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President’s Message
For the first time in over 100 years MD LAOH is faced with a
pandemic that has made us
re-examine how we operate
as an organization. As our LAOH sisters before us, we became
beacons of light reaching out into our communities
to
serve those in need. We nursed the ill, fed the needy, made
masks to protect ourselves and reached out to our home
bound sisters with words of encouragement.

November

We comforted each other in weekly rosary prayer services,
attended live streamed masses,
and when our dear
LAOH sisters passed, we mourned from a distance.

January
Jan. 6: Tombola drawing takes place

The world, as we knew it changed and from our Motto of
Faith, Unity and Christian Charity,
MD
LAOH
grew. Not in numbers but in strength.
We have many challenges ahead of us, but we also have many
opportunities. It is through our Catholic Faith we will
persevere. Our parades, festivals and division events will have
a new look, through the magic of the
internet our LAOH
Sisters will learn different ways to raise funds for the nonprofit organizations we support.

Nov. 6-8: Maryland Irish Festival, Cancelled
December
Dec. 1: Tombola tickets emailed to members
Dec. 5: LAOH State Board 10 AM via ZOOM

Cultural Corner
SNOW by John Banville
THE SEARCHER by Tana French
HAMNET by Maggie O'Farrell

-Joanna Cox-

March 17th does not define us. It is from the shores of
Ireland’s coast our ancestors traveled
for a better life.
We are story tellers, teachers of social injustices; we are
poets and artists, it is through our Catholic Actions we deliver
the message of compassion and it is our Patron St. Brigid of
Ireland, who defines us.
Mary Robinson, Former President of Ireland said, “I was
elected by the Women of Ireland, who instead of rocking the
cradle, rocked the system”. As sisters of the MD LAOH, May
the spirit of Mary Robinson shine in all of us.

-Kathy Norris-

LAOH Website
Go to www.marylandlaoh.org for events, flyers and forms.
There are links to items of interest in the local Irish Community
as well as information on the national scene. You can also find
us on http://www.facebook.com

Gatherings
I was recently reminded to stay grounded in This Day – where
the Holy Spirit lives. Not in the past, with thoughts of the good
old days. Not in the future, with its anxiousness and worry. This
reminder led me to search the Bible for what God says about
This Day. There are many references. Here are just two:
“… Give us This Day, our daily bread…”

Matthew 6:11

“This is the Day the Lord has made, we will rejoice and be glad
in it.” Psalm 118:24
I often leapfrog over This Day – too caught up in the busyness
of life and taking for granted all that God has done for me.
Below is an abbreviated version of a Morning Prayer that I’ve
said daily for years and, for the first time, can truly appreciate
the This Day references.
God of my life, I welcome this new day…
Lord, this day is full of promise and opportunity.
Help me to waste none of it.
This day is full of mystery and of the unknown.
Help me to face it without fear or anxiety.
This day is full of beauty and adventure.
Help me to be fully alive to it all.
During this day, may I become a more thoughtful person…
When night comes, may I look back on this day
Without regrets, and may no one be unhappy because of
anything I have done or anything I have failed to do.
Lord, bless this day for me and for all of us…

Some members attended the Day of Remembrance service at
the Immaculate Conception Cemetery. It was featured in the
Dialog and our
new member
Pat Widmayer
was on the
cover of the
paper wearing
her sash and
placing a flower
at
the
memorial.
Our Boscov’s
fundraiser
is
underway! Thanks to everyone who helped us publicize and
support the event. Member JoAnne Bierly has been busy
keeping our scrapbook up to date and is also working on having
green books printed for all our members.
In early September we had a food drive for Tabitha’s Pantry in
Charlestown MD and another at the Immaculate Conception
Outreach Center in Elkton. Division member Dottie Fritz gave a
tour and explained the workings of the Outreach Center. Our
next food drive, organized by Anne Fazio, is November 13th
from 10-11 at the Church of the Good Shepherd.
Thanks to all my division sisters for living our motto of
Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity.

-Christine Hild, PresidentHoward County, Division 1

-Sharon Sullivan-

Cecil County, Division 1
The LAOH Lady of Knock Mass was a beautiful celebration. It
was great to meet, greet and connect with many Maryland
sisters, Some division sisters attended via live streaming.
Thanks to some enthusiastic sisters, we are growing despite
Covid-19. We initiated three new members at our September
meeting held outside my home and another at the October
meeting held outside Bette Green’s home. Sharon Bitner
provided the scones! We are doing our best to space chairs 6
feet and wear masks when mingling.
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The cooler weather, pumpkins, mums and leaves changing
color are making the presence of Fall and the upcoming
holidays apparent. Our Division gathers via Zoom monthly to
demonstrate our motto of “friendship, unity and Christian
charity.” It’s challenging to remain isolated from family, friends
and acquaintances, but we’re making the best of the situation
and doing what we can to make life better for those we
interact with.
During the last quarter, some of our members attended the
Our Lady of Knock Mass virtually. Thank you, Eileen Edwards
and the Catholic Action Committee, for a beautiful and
meaningful celebration of Our Lady. We are looking forward
to supporting Cecil County in its Boscov’s Fundraiser on
October 13-14th and engaging with our Sisters throughout
Maryland in the upcoming State Missions and Charities’
Tombola Fundraiser in December.
We continue to pray for those suffering physical, emotional and
financial hardships as the result of the pandemic, for
healthcare and essential workers, for the scientists engaged in
vaccine development, for the good and welfare of our Nation
and for each of us as we face our own personal challenges.

May the Good Lord and the Blessed Mother watch over each of
our LAOH Sisters and their loved ones in the weeks and months
ahead!
MAY THE DREAMS YOU HOLD DEAREST,
BE THOSE WHICH COME TRUE,
AND THE KINDNESS YOU SPREAD,
KEEP RETURNING TO YOU.

Baltimore City, Division 1
Happy Autumn from the ladies of the Venerable Catherine
McAuley Division in Baltimore City. We continue to support
the women of Marion House and Independence Place by
collecting toiletries and kitchen supplies for them. Nothing
better fulfills our commitment to Christian charity than giving
these women a hand up and helping them rebuild their lives.
We hope to soon be able to hold
meetings again, the third Tuesday
of the month at 7pm, location to be
determined. We invite you to join
us in helping those in need and
celebrating our Irish history and
culture.

-Sharon Strobel, President. Harford County, Division 2
Although we have not had our division meeting since February
we do keep in touch by phone and mail since most of our ladies
do not have the internet. One of our sisters, Debbie,
communicates information to our division ladies. Two other
sisters, Elaine and Pat, make hospitality calls to keep us
connected with each other. Thelma writes our newsletter but
there is little news to share in the past few months. Some of
our sisters have returned to Mass on Sunday while others
attend virtually on TV.

-Dorothy Reed, Reporter

Baltimore County, Division 4
Greetings Sisters

On Wednesdays a few sisters meet at Mary Beth’s house to
study the Apostles’ Creed and Articles of Faith line by line. First
Fridays and Mass protocols have been studied and discussed as
well. On Fridays some of our sisters meet at St. Mark to recite
Our Lady of Knock, pray a rosary and a Divine Mercy chaplet.
Gleela’s internet research revealed St. Corona, a young Roman
woman who lived in the second century and is considered the
patroness of treasure hunters. Due to her name, she is now

Unfortunately, we are again heading into fall still worrying
about staying safe from COVD 19 and also the best way to vote.
Pat Zaccari has kept us up to date on what is happening at the
State Board level. With conference calling we have had
productive meetings and are able to say hello to our members
who participate. For members who can’t join us we are passing
on information as best we can.
Our Catholic Action activity has been to pray for people we
would not normally pray for – right now we are praying for all
school children and teachers. Our baby shower has been
cancelled for this year but we are taking donations and will be
sending our donations to the Center for Pregnancy Concerns.
Thank you for all who have already donated.
We ae looking forward to soon being able to enjoy each other’s
company. Until then be safe and keep the LAOH in your
prayers.

the patronage of epidemic victims of the Coronavirus. Her
remains are in northern Italy, an area that suffered greatly from
the ongoing pandemic.
Our prayers go out to the victims and their families of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Peace,

-Gleela Kolakowski, Reporter-
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Our annual gift card basket raffle is in full swing. Chances are
available now from Pat Zaccari. They are $2 a piece or 3 for $5.
You can reach Pat by email vangoghatphoenix@aol.com or
14100 Blenheim Rd N. Phoenix, Md 21131. The drawing is
postponed until our Christmas Party in December 2021.
Please remember our sisters in need of prayers.
Be safe and may God bless you. Please remember to vote and
to get a flu shot. May God Bless us all.

-Mary Helen Miller, Reporter-

Anne Arundel County
Welcome Fall 2020! Our Division continues to meet using
Zoom. Our major discussion item is planning our fundraiser
in the midst of the pandemic this year in hopes of continuing
to donate to charities such as The Bernie House (TBH). TBH
welcomes its first family in their new facility in Anne
Arundel County. Support from the LAOH over the last few
years has helped to make it happen. The monetary
donations from our annual tea, from Irish Catholic Charities,
as well as the donations of household items and clothing at
our Christmas parties, helped to make a house a home for
families fleeing from domestic violence.
Here is just one of the many ways we have helped TBH. Patti
Petti and eight other AA Co. Sisters baked 200 King Cakes at
Patti’s house which helped to raise over $4,000.00! The
Bernie House mission is to provide transitional housing to
those made homeless due to domestic violence. It gives the
non-offending adult and children a genuine family
environment while providing necessary time to heal and
build confidence, building important support structures for
victims to go to school, secure a job and become
economically stable.

We do look forward to supporting the different division’s
fundraisers. We have a few ideas for our division but nothing
in the works yet.
We loved seeing the ladies from other divisions at Our Lady of
Knock mass. Felt like old times even thou it’s only been eight
months; seems like forever.
Hope everyone joined in a parish or group, for the Rosary Rally
last Saturday or prayed the rosary on their own. Believe in the
power of prayer to Our Lady!
Until we meet again may God hold you in the palm of his hand.

Maureen Shettle, PresidentCarroll County, Division 1
On August 8th, Carroll County Colleens met at Aisling House for
a small retreat and luncheon. We had 10 members attend, we
social distanced and wore our masks. It was wonderful to
spend time once again with our Hibernian Sisters.
September 13th saw our Division resume our monthly meetings
at St. Bartholomew’s Parish Center. We have small numbers
attending, we are wearing our mask and social distancing. The
division made two charitable donations this month to The
Pregnancy Support Center in Westminster and to St.
Bartholomew’s Adopt-a-Religious Education Family fund.

We hope our virtual silent auction that concludes November
20th, is a success! Our sister Judy McKenna has made
another beautiful quilt full of shamrocks, front and back. It
measures 72 by 60 inches. Please check it out! We
appreciate your support!
-Jane Bannon, President-

Baltimore County, Division 1
Happy Fall to all! We’re still trying to find a way to hold a
meeting so we can all get together to enjoy our Irish
sisterhood. I’ve got to work on learning and teaching virtual
technology for our division. It’s not the same as “actual” but at
least it will be something.
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We met on October 11th, very few members attended, but we
are going to keep going as long as we can. We are planning a
Raffle in March that will have a handmade stained-glass Celtic
Knot, made by Marge Chowing one of our talented members.
The raffle will also have an Irish sweater, poncho, and a few
other Irish items.
We are saddened by the cancelation of the Irish Festival,
though we understand the necessity to do so, we look forward
to next year’s Irish Festival. We will be able to meet this
November
because the
Festival
was
cancelled, so it
is a small
positive note.
Your
Carroll County
sisters
continue
to
pray for an
end to the
pandemic,

wishing you all health and happiness, and look forward to being
able to socialize and see everyone’s smiling faces again. God
Bless and Peace!
Respectfully

us, to offer our time and talents to the groups who in the past
received our treasures. We will be reaching out to them to see
if this is a possibility. We do hope to set up a Memorial Mass
for the 4 sisters we have lost during this past year sometime in
November. In December we are planning to make our
Christmas donation to the St. Vincent de Paul Society in our
area.

-Mary Beth Connolly, SecretaryBaltimore County, Division 14
The ladies of Division14 have been very excited to start
meeting again this fall. We have started using Zoom to allow
the ladies to meet safely using their computer or calling in on
their phones. There will be monthly mailings with the phone
number for those members without email addresses! The
division will still meet on our normal Sundays at the same time
of 1:30pm. Please reach out if you have any questions!
Every spring we traditionally host a baby shower and donate
clothing to the Mercy Hospital NICU. Due to safety restrictions,
this year we were not able to donate clothing to the hospital,
instead we held a collection.
We were able to donate
over $300 to the Mercy
NICU this year! At our
September meeting, we
voted on our most recently
charitable giving. This year
we will be donating to My
Sister's Place, Marion House, Viva House, St. Ignatius Early
Learning Center, and Hezekiah House. The division has decided
that the donation to St. Ignatius Early Learning Center will be in
memory of Mary Louise Snyder.
This December, as in years past, we will again be collecting
blankets for Viva House. More information will be coming out
soon regarding donations.
Wishing everyone a peaceful fall!"

-Ashley Knapik, PresidentWorcester County, Division 1
The summer months have been very slow here by the ocean.
Our division as a whole has not had a meeting yet but our
board has had a meeting in preparation for that time. Everyone
is at a different place in regard to returning to being with
groups of different sizes. Kathy Norris was nice enough to do a
Zoom training session with our board and this was very helpful.
We came up with divided reviews, not of Kathy, of Zoom in
general.
Without our normal fundraising events we are trying to come
up with other ways to help our local charities. It was decided
that it may be a good time, especially with the holidays upon

5

January is an unknown at this time. Hopefully it will be the
beginning of a new and healthy year for all.

-Mary Rosenhagen, President-

Harford County, Division 1
No Report
- Kira Schoeffield, President-

In Memorium
Pat Goode-Baltimore County, Division 14
Mary Louise Snyder-Baltimore County, Division 14
Mary Ann Walsh-Worcester County, Division 1
Mary Petersen Wheeler-Worcester County, Division 1

Let Us Pray
Let us remember in
prayer our Sisters who
are sick and suffering,
especially
those
in
nursing homes and
hospitals as well as our deceased sisters that
they may rest in God’s eternal embrace.

