Maryland State Board
Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians, Inc.

Volume 53 No. 3
President’s Message
Greetings Sisters:
I have just returned from the National AOH/LAOH Conference
held in Louisville, Kentucky. Congratulations to Kathy Kissel on
receiving her degree on Saturday, July 14, 2018. It was an
exciting time and lots of new things are in the works but
especially the 125th Anniversary of the Ladies Ancient Order of
Hibernians. As a State we will be holding a celebration on this
momentous occasion. I was sorry that a lot of our members
were unable to attend the convention – it would have been a
great opportunity to see how the National Board and our order
work.
The Columban Fathers are celebrating their Centennial. They
will say a Mass on February 1, 2019 and every year after for our
deceased members and then a Mass on May 6, 2019 and every
year after for the living LAOH members.
Don’t forget we have our Shucks and Shamrocks Event on Sept.
22, 2018 at the Rosedale Gardens, the Irish Day at the Races on
August 25, 2017 and other events. Please be sure to check out
the marylandlaoh.org website for all the events.
Ag iarraidh samhradh álainn duit – Have a beautiful summer!

Aug., Sept., Oct. 2018
Calendar

August
Aug. 19: Our Lady of Knock Mass, St. Ignatius Church, 1:30,
Lunch following, flyer
Aug. 25: Irish Day at the Races, Timonium, 12, flyer online
September
Sept. 1: St. Patrick’s Chapel Bicentennial Mass 11, flyer
Sept. 8: State Board Meeting, The Villa, 10 AM
Sept. 22: LAOH Shucks and Shamrocks Bull & Oyster Roast,
Rosedale Gardens Hall, 1-5 PM, $45, flyer
October
Oct. 13: Retreat, Celtic Christ, St. Anthony Shrine, Ellicott City,
1-3:30, flyer
November
Nov. 18-19: Tinsel Tea, St. John Neumann Church, Annapolis,
1:30-3 PM
Nov. 25: Christmas Concert for the Homeless, St. Mark’s,
Fallston, 3 PM, flyer

Cultural Corner
Books
LYING IN WAIT by Liz Nugent
THE DEAD HOUSE by Billy
O’Callaghan
LAST STORIES by William Trevor

Slainte,
-Kelly-

LAOH Website
Go to www.marylandlaoh.org
for events, flyers and forms.
There are links to items of
interest in the local Irish
Community as well as
information on the national
scene.
You can also find us on
http://www.facebook.com

Theater
DANCING AT LUGHNASA September 4 - October 7
Everyman Theatre 410-752-2208
Performances
Celtic Thunder September 14, 7:30 pm Modell Lyric 410-9001150
Flatley, Lord of the Dance October 4, 8 pm Modell Lyric

-Joanna Cox-

Historian, reported on James Joyce and the background of his
novel, Ulysses.

Gatherings
Reflection of Seashells
As women, we often place our own identities on hold. We are
co-workers, wives, mothers, cooks and maids. Our list is
endless with no objections. Then one day we awake, look into
the mirror and realize that we have turned 60 and entered into
our “younger older years” as author, Anne Murrow Lindbergh
calls them.
How did we misplace so much time? Whose reflection is that
in the mirror? I was in my early twenties when I first read her
book, “Gift from the Sea.” I thought I had experienced all that
life had to offer. It did not take me long to realize that unlike
the beautiful seashells she describes in her book, I had yet to
weather the true storms life had coming my way. I had yet to
break free of my shell.
Her various seashells tell their own stories. How far had the
currents carried them to produce such beauty? Some smooth
to the touch with perfect symmetrical ribs and spires; others
fragmented, once a perfectly formed scallop or the crushed
edges of the sand dollar, bleached by the sun. The author
wants us to take time and experience each crack, joyful
occasion and ride the swells. When we are “free of our
physical struggles, worldly ambitions we are then free to fulfill
the neglected side.”
Use this new age to find the inner you. Break free, discard your
shell. Look into the mirror and
see the beauty before you.

-Kathleen Norris-

Our Division had several members go to Sight and Sound in
June to see Jesus. Another trip may be planned for December.
Peace,
-Gleela Kolakowski, Reporter-

Baltimore County, Division 4
Greetings Sisters:
We are pleased to announce that Anne Shanaham was recently
obligated into Division #4. Anne has been involved with other
organizations. We are looking forward to her input. Welcome
Anne.
We are presently selling chances on our basket full of gift
cards. Chances are $2.00 each or three for $5.00. Anyone
interested please contact Pat Zacarri at 14100 Blenheim Rd.
Phoenix, MD 21131 by mail or 410-592-6338 by phone.
Everyone is cordially invited to our annual Baby Shower to
benefit the Greater Baltimore Pregnancy Concern. It will be
held on October 28, 2018 at St. Johns Church in Hydes,
Maryland at 1:30 PM. Everyone is encouraged to bring an
unwrapped gift for a child ranging in age from infant to 4T.
Next year our Division will be celebrating its 120th
Anniversary. As the oldest division in Maryland, we plan to
celebrate this momentous occasion with a gala event. More
details will follow as they become available.
God Bless,

-Mary Helene Miller, ReporterHarford County, Division 2
Baltimore City, Division 1
In May our Division sponsored a Mass devoted to the Blessed
Mother. Father Ron Zoubeck was our celebrant. Baby gifts
were donated to the Gabriel Network and supplies were
donated to our troops in Afghanistan. A reception and meeting
were held after Mass.
At our June meeting our Catholic Action Chairperson Debbie
Buck distributed prayer cards for St. Anthony, Saint of Miracles.
Debbie also presented the plans for our October Month of the
Rosary Mass. Silk roses will be available for purchase. The
roses will be presented at the Mass to honor our member
family and friends. Proceeds from the rosary sale will go to our
charities, FED and Autism. A reception and our meeting will
follow the Mass.
In April Marilyn Runge and Mary Asaki participated in the
cleanup of the Saint Vincent de Paul cemetery. Following the
cleanup, there was a dedication ceremony of the recently
installed Irish Hunger Memorial. There are tentative plans
scheduled for another cleanup day in October. Mary Asaki,

Unfortunately our new meeting space closed
unexpectedly, so we found a new, new meeting
space. We now meet at Kibby's Restaurant across from
St. Agnes Hospital in west Baltimore.
We continue to support the women of Marion House
and Independence Place by collecting toiletries and
kitchen supplies for them. We're also planning a Crab
Feast raffle as our fundraiser.
We invite you to join us in helping those in need and
celebrating our Irish history and culture. We meet the
third Tuesday of the month at 7 pm. Join us for dinner
and a meeting.
In friendship, unity, & Christian charity,

-Dorothy Reed, President-
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Anne Arundel County
Greetings sisters,
Our June meeting was a wonderful dinner on the Severn River
organized by Helen Seerey and Kathy Norris at Helen’s son’s
home, aka Molly Maguire’s Pub. More socializing has been
taking place under our new Social Committee which Ann
Hennelly volunteered to head. We’ve been to lunch at the
Lighthouse Bistro and O’Loughlin’s and a happy hour at Brian
Boru. Along the way we were happy to welcome three new
members: Joan Harrison, Susan Koepp and Marilyn Haney.
Eileen Dabich joined us in January. We are blessed!
Three of us attended the Peace and Justice Mass and Forum on
Immigration Legislation at the St. Anthony Shrine. The forum
was informative and luckily, the weather was beautiful, as we
emerged from the session to discover my dead battery. AAA
rescued us fairly soon. Our busy president, Jane Bannon, has
joined the Annapolis Irish Rowing Club. She returned from the
Pittsburgh Regatta last weekend with two second place medals.
Congratulations, Jane! On September 9th we will join with the
AOH to celebrate the Commodore John Barry Mass at 10:30 at
St. Mary’s.

Harford County, Division 1
Our last meeting of the business year was combined with a tour
of the Hampton Mansion in Towson. What a historic gem that
many of us had not seen before! Afterward we lunched and
socialized at the Bluestone Restaurant.
Plans have been finalized for our annual Christmas Concert for
the Homeless. We are excited to offer a performance by the
Canterbury Ringers, an accomplished English Handbell
Ensemble who will perform religious and secular music of the
Season. Their precision and musicality is remarkable. Children
will be mesmerized and will have a chance to participate in a
th
song or two. The date is Sunday, November 25 at 3 o’clock at
St. Mark’s Church, Fallston.
Please note that St. Patrick’s Chapel in Conowingo will open its
bicentennial celebration with Mass at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday,
September 1. The historic and religious significance of this
simple house of worship built in 1819 by Irish immigrants
cannot be overstated. Mass will be followed by food and
fellowship. (See enclosed
flyer).
- -Kathy Lay, President-

SAVE THE DATE! Tinsel Tea Weekend is set for November 17-18
with the tea on Saturday from 1:30-3 and religious goods sale
and raffles following after masses.

Baltimore County, Division 14
Have a peaceful summer.

-Jane Lunney, ReporterWorcester County, Division 1
Our first event of the 2018-2019 meeting year will be one that
is a favorite of many. Our annual Mass for Our Lady of Knock
will be on August 21, 2018. Mass will be at 9 AM at St. Luke's in
Ocean City. Sisters are asked to wear their black and whites and
sashes to the Mass. A breakfast will follow the Mass and this
year it will be at The Big Easy, 5909 Coastal Highway, Ocean
City, MD. There are 4 selections with prices from $9.00 -$13.00
and the food is great. Contact Ann Cottingham for further
details if you would like to join us and give her your menu
choice. Ann's email is amcottingham@comcast.net and her
phone number is (302)436-9594.
In September we will be very busy preparing for our 12th
Annual Card Party. The date of this event is Tuesday, October
2, 2018 and will be held at St. Andrews Hall, 144th St. &
Sinepuxent Ave., Ocean City, MD. Tickets are $22.00 and
include a full buffet lunch, desserts and beverages. Everyone is
welcome and we love the fact that we almost always have
some sisters from across the bridge. The doors open at 10:30
AM and lunch is at 12:00 PM. You can contact Maureen O'Brien
for tickets, Cel (443)614-5221, Home (302)988-1498.

We hope you are enjoying these warm summer days! Our Baby
Shower for the Mercy Hospital NICU at our May meeting was a
rousing success. So many adorable outfits, hats and blankets
were collected for the babies.
Our annual fundraiser for 2018 has begun! There is no deadline
but please send your donations in the envelope provided. You
can call Denny (410-825-2270) if you have any questions.
Some upcoming events that we are looking forward to include
Our Lady of Knock Mass on August 19th and Shucks and
Shamrocks on September 22nd. We hope to see you there!
We will be off in August and will reconvene in September. Our
monthly meeting in September has moved to Sunday,
September 30th. This will be our last meeting at The
Villa. Beginning in October, we will be meeting just down the
road at Villa Assumpta. A mailing will be coming soon with
more information about future meeting dates and location. If
you have any concerns or questions, please call Ashley (443690-8352).
We will be hosting a Social Hour at our September meeting to
show our appreciation to the sisters at The Villa for allowing us
into their home for our monthly meeting.

-Ashley Knapik, President-Mary Rosenhagen, President-
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Baltimore County, Division 1
In our May meeting we obligated Charlestown resident, Agnes
Kennedy. I know all of you will give Agnes a warm welcome at
any of the events she attends. Kathy Kissel will be attending
st
her 1 National Convention this month and earning her Degree.
We’ll be taking a road trip instead of flying to Louisville and are
very excited to catch up with our LAOH and AOH friends from
all over the country.
We’re hoping to increase our funds again this year with our
50/50 raffle. Our raffle tickets are on sale now until the middle
of October and the winner will be drawn at our November 26th
meeting. Hope you will all buy a ticket or two to help our
charities.
A granddaughter of our member Barbara Conti will make her
vows to join Little Sisters of the Poor on July 28th. We ask for
prayers for her new ministry with the Little Sisters.
We’re proud of our member Marge Malcure who was asked to
give a short talk at the Peace & Justice Forum at St. Anthony’s
Shrine on Immigration and Legislation this July.
We’re looking forward to Irish Day at the Races in August along
with Our Lady of Knock Mass, the Oyster Bull Roast in
September and the Celtic Christ & Healing of Creation retreat
day in October.
May you have:
A world of wishes at your command.
God and his angels close at hand.
Friends and family their love impart
And Irish blessings in your heart!

Maureen Shettle, President-

Carroll County, Division 1
For our last meeting in June, we had a retreat and a luncheon
at Asling House. The Sisters provided the food and it was
greatly appreciated.

Cecil County, Division 1
Our last meeting was in May. We are all enjoying the summer.
We start meetings back up in September.
Enjoy your summer!
In our motto,

-Janice White, PresidentHoward County, Division 1
As we transitioned from a cold, rainy spring to a hot, humid
summer, our Division members availed themselves of
opportunities to live our motto of friendship, unity and
Christian charity.
In April, our Treasurer, Laura Ensey, braved the traffic to
deliver donations to the Irish Outreach Project in Ocean City for
the students coming to work there for the summer. Others
joined our Chaplain, Deacon Paul Gifford, and the Kairos Prison
Ministry in creating a supportive network for the prisoners and
their families by carving out specific times to pray during the
dedicated 24-hour prayer period.
In May, some of our members gathered with our fellow Sisters
for the LAOH Missions and Charities’ Bingo Night. In early June,
we gathered socially for our annual Division dinner. On June
23, Deacon Paul led us in prayer and meditation for our Day of
Recollection as we focused on “Peace and Justice in Our Later
Years.” We owe Carol Hayes-Gegner and Deacon Paul a debt
of gratitude for all they did to make the day so special.
A few of our members will be attending the Mass for Peace
and Justice on July 8 before we take a brief break from
meetings until September. Although none of our Division
members are able to attend the National Convention in July,
our prayers and thoughts are with all who will skillfully and
thoughtfully represent all of our Maryland LAOH Divisions.
May joy and peace surround you,
Contentment latch your door,
And happiness be with you now,
And bless you evermore.

Some of our members attended the AOH/LAOH convention in
Louisville, Kentucky and had a great time.

Sharon Strobel, President

In August we will be going to Mary O’Brien’s house for
a summer cookout. Have a great and safe rest of the summer!

Let Us Pray

Yours in Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity,

Let us remember in prayer our Sisters who are
sick and suffering, especially those in nursing
homes and hospitals as well as our deceased
Sisters that they may rest in God’s eternal
embrace.

-Christina Parks, Reporter-
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