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President’s Message 

 
Dear Sisters: 
 
He Has Risen!  I hope by the time our newsletter comes out, 
Spring will finally have sprung. 
 
As a Community we are called to care for each other as Our 
Lord has cared for us. In this time of renewal, please consider 
donating or giving of one’s time to helping those in need. A 
little note or card to a shut in or a visit does a world of good for 
the spirit. A smile or good morning/good afternoon/good 
evening to a stranger can bring a smile. Little things that we do 
make the spirit alive and well in all of us.  
 
Our Annual Mission Festival will be holding a Cash Bingo on 
May 18 at Immaculate Conception. Don’t forget to send in your 
tombola tickets if you are unable to make the Bingo. We are 
busy planning the Shucks and Shamrocks Bull and Shrimp Roast 
for September 22. This is a Saturday so we hope that all will be 
able to come and enjoy a great afternoon. Please mark your 
calendars. There are other events the Ways and Means 
committee is planning which I think will be wonderful for all. 
  
As you know, the National AOH/LAOH Convention is fast 
approaching. It will be held in Louisville, Kentucky from July 11th 
thru July 14th. I hope some of you will consider attending to see 
how on a National level our organization works. Information 
will be coming out by the end of the month. 
 
May April showers bring beautiful May flowers 
 
Slainte, 
 

-Kelly- 
LAOH Website 

 
Go to www.marylandlaoh.org for events,  
flyers and forms.  There are links to items 
of interest in the local Irish Community as 
well as information on the national scene.  
 
You can also find us on http://www.facebook.com 

 

 
Calendar 

 
May 
May 18: LAOH Mission & Charities Bingo, 6-10 PM, Immaculate 
Conception Activity Center, Towson, $15 
 
June 

June 2: State Board Meeting, The Villa, 10 AM 
June 1-2: Annapolis Irish Festival, Anne Arundel County 
Fairgrounds 
 
July 
July 11-14: AOH/LAOH National Convention, Louisville, KY 
 
August 
Aug. 25: Irish Day at the Races Details to come 
Aug.: Our Lady of Knock Details to come 
 
September 
Sept. 8 State Board Meeting, The Villa, 10 AM 
Sept. 22: LAOH Shucks and Shamrocks Bull & Oyster Roast, 
Rosedale Gardens Hall, 1-5 PM, $45, Flyer attached 
 
 

Cultural Corner 
 
Books 
 
MAEVE’S TIMES by Maeve Binchy 
ON SACKVILLE STREET by A. O’Connor 
LET THE DEAD SPEAK by Jane Casey 
THERE WAS A CROOKED MAN by Cat Hogan 
 

Concert 
CELTIC THUNDER 
September 14 at the Modell-Lyric 
 
Book Club 
TIME PIECES: A Dublin Memoir by John Banville 
May 21 Bluestones Restaurant 1:00 PM 
 
 

-Joanna Cox- 

Maryland State Board 
Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians, Inc. 

http://www.marylandlaoh.org/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.marylandlaoh.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjHn6_FuLHTAhWCRyYKHX-RBVMQjRwIBw&url=https://thecomputericon.wordpress.com/&psig=AFQjCNGod_U6-7rX8a9gK0KL4SpSTMhxFA&ust=1492722489673670
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Gatherings 

Irish Blessings 

Mothers, we remember their 
touch. At birth, grabbing onto 
her fingers we are launched 
into a world of uncertainties 
like a guardian angel they lead 
us, protect, guide, offer 
advice and at times, allow us 
to fall. This beautiful Irish 
poem is dedicated to all 
mothers. 

My Mother Dear 
There was a place in childhood 

That I remember well, 
And there a voice of sweetest tone 

Bright fairy tales did tell, 
And gentle words and fond embrace 

Were given, with joy, to me, 
When I was in that happy place 

Upon my mother’s knee. 

When fairy tales were ended, 
“Good night,” she softly said, 

And kissed and laid me down to sleep 
Within my tiny bed; 

And Holy words she taught me there – 
Methinks I yet can see, 

Her angel eyes, as close I knelt 
Beside my mother’s knee. 

In the sickness of my childhood, 
The perils of my prime, 

The sorrows of my riper years, 
The cares of every time… 

When doubt and danger weighed me down – 
Then pleading, all for me, 

It was a fervent prayer to Heaven 
That bent my mother’s knee. 

And can I this remember, 
And e’er forget to prove 

The glow of holy gratitude – 
The fullness of my love? 

When thou art feeble, mother, 
Come rest thy arm on me. 

And let thy cherished child 
Support the aged mother’s knee. 

By Irish Songwriter Samuel Lover 

-Kathleen Norris- 

Baltimore County, Division 4 
 

Greetings Sisters: 
   
I am sure that everyone has recovered from the celebration of 
THE GREAT FEAST by now.  As usual, there were so 
many festivities that everyone had ample opportunity to honor 
their heritage. Due to Washington DC, Annapolis and Baltimore 
having their parade on the same day, ours was smaller this 
year.  However, it was quite a treat seeing Pat Zaccari, reliving 
her youth, riding in a shiny apple red Mustang convertible. 
  
In order to attract new members, Division 4 held an open 
house in March at St. Johns Hydes.  Despite the snow, several 
people attended and were very interested.  We had our charter 
on display, flyers and a scrapbook illustrating LAOH members 
enjoying some of our activities.  When the weather breaks, we 
plan to have another one, 
  
Next year will be the 120th anniversary of Division 4.  We will 
be planning a celebration to mark the occasion   Keep the faith 
and as always remember our sisters who are ill in your prayers. 
  
God Bless  

 
-Mary Helene Miller, Reporter- 
 

Carroll County, Division 1 
 
On March 10 we participated in the Westminster Celtic Canter. 
We sold baked goods. 
 
Some of our members walked in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
and had a grand time. On March 16th we celebrated St. 
Patrick’s Day by attending Harford County Division 1’s 
Luncheon. 
 
On March 30 we participated in the Cross Walk at Manresa. For 
Our last meeting we will be having a Retreat and luncheon at 
Aisling House. 
 
We are looking forward to the National Convention in 
Louisville, Kentucky 
in July. 
 

 
Yours in Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity, 
 

-Christina Parks, Reporter- 
 

Baltimore City, Division 1 

 
2018 is off to a great start for the ladies of the Venerable 
Catherine McAuley Division in Baltimore City.  We held our first 
meeting in our new meeting space, O'Flynn's in Brooklyn. The 
food and facilities were wonderful and we all enjoyed the live 
traditional music afterwards.  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://moziru.com/images/mommy-clipart-her-9.jpg&imgrefurl=http://moziru.com/explore/Mommy clipart her/&docid=qS2VtFLHS5kkxM&tbnid=kAaB20Iwj7_dUM:&vet=10ahUKEwjwwNfm6sTaAhVwm-AKHd8uDRwQMwj_AShWMFY..i&w=1066&h=1300&bih=637&biw=1600&q=mother cartoon image&ved=0ahUKEwjwwNfm6sTaAhVwm-AKHd8uDRwQMwj_AShWMFY&iact=mrc&uact=8
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We welcomed a new member at our March meeting; what a 
great way to mark Irish-American Heritage Month. We also 
organized Easter baskets with toiletries and goodies for the 
women and children of Independence Place in March.  Many of 
us marched in the St. Patrick's Day parade and participated in 
the parade fundraisers.  We always enjoy being greeters at the 
LAOH Parade Pub fundraiser and sharing in fellowship with our 
Irish community.   

We invite you to join us in helping those in need and 
celebrating our Irish history and culture. We meet the third 
Tuesday of the month at 7 pm at O'Flynn's pub in south 
Baltimore. Join us for dinner and a meeting 

 In friendship, unity, & Christian charity,  

 

-Dorothy Reed, President- 
 
 

 Anne Arundel County 
 

Dreary skies held off for another memorable Way of the Cross 
at Manresa on the Severn River. A cozy lunch followed at the 
Severn Inn organized by Betty Eger. It provided an opportunity 
for our sisters from Carroll, Harford and Baltimore Counties 
 to socialize.  
 
Several Annapolis sisters participated in the March For Life in 
Washington DC. Our Terri Hardgrave was interviewed by WTOP 
FM Radio which was broadcast over the DMV area. 
 

 
We are pleased that Patti Slaughter has become our Catholic 
Action officer. The Bernie House keeps her busy with 
fundraising. It gives the opportunity for an abused family to 
develop and become self-sufficient by living in a safe 
environment with eased financial requirements. After much 
hard work, she recently received a $130,000 grant from the 
2018 Maryland Legislature to build a second house. The Bernie 
House is one of our charities. 
 

We are looking forward to working with the AOH again at the 
Annapolis Irish Festival on June 1 and 2 at the Anne Arundel 
County Fairgrounds serving up bangers and mash/ 
champ in their fundraiser booth. 
 
The Lenten Soup Suppers kept us busy on two occasions. On 
the New Parishioners  
Night we set up an information table while the Juniors 
entertained. We made and served soups, salad and desserts for 
the 150 attendees on another Wednesday evening. 
 
We were excited to discover that the Irish History Contest 
winner was from Anne Arundel County this year: Sarah McCay, 
11th Grade at Broadneck High School in 
Annapolis. Congratulations, Sarah! 
 
Cheers, 
 

-Jane Lunney, Reporter- 
 

Harford County, Division 2 

 
Our division wishes to thank State LAOH President Kelly Parks 
and State Board officers for installing the new Division 2 
officers at our St Ita Mass and February meeting.  Baby gifts 
were donated to the St Gabriel Network and gifts were 
donated to the Angels Supporting Your Troops in Afghanistan.  
January’s inclement weather forced the Division to reschedule 
the St Ita Mass and officer installation to February. 
 
 Our Division will host a Mass in Honor of the Blessed Mother 
at St. Mark’s Catholic Church in Fallston on Tuesday, May 15th 
at 6:30 PM.  Attendees are requested to bring baby gifts, which 
will be donated to the St. Gabriel Network.  The May 15th 
Division 2 meeting will follow the Mass and reception.  All are 
invited to attend.  Father Zoubek will be the celebrant for our 
May 15th Mass. 
 
 In June our sisters are looking forward to attending the show 
“Jesus” at Sight and Sound in PA. 

 

Peace, 
 -Gleela Kolakowski, Reporter- 

 
Worcester County, Division 1 

 
We are planning to have a special Mass in memory of our 
beautiful individuals and spouses Mary Ellen Davis, Marianne 
(Dubby) Eby, Julia Stricker, Bob McCarthy( Husband of Nancy 
McCarthy) and Dick Jacobs (husband of Marty Jacobs), during 
the month of May. 
 
In May we will have our annual Baby Shower for Worcester 
GOLD (Giving Others Lives Dignity). The representatives from 
GOLD are always amazed at the abundance of gifts we have for 
their clients. 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://apexembdesigns.com/sites/default/files/cuttable/4420/flag4.jpg&imgrefurl=https://apexembdesigns.com/cuttables/product/ireland-irish-flag-cuttable-designs&docid=t9LRy9s-KIuUrM&tbnid=AFd_Zd9CO8aatM:&vet=10ahUKEwjMisOa7cTaAhXtRt8KHcTeBx0QMwi-Aig8MDw..i&w=600&h=600&bih=637&biw=1600&q=irish designs&ved=0ahUKEwjMisOa7cTaAhXtRt8KHcTeBx0QMwi-Aig8MDw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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The Ocean City Spring Fest is the weekend of May 3-6 and the 
AOH of Ocean City this year has the Beer Truck as a fund raiser. 
Quite a few of our LAOH members have agreed to assist.  It can 
be a great way to increase the funds available to help others, 
even though it's work it’s a fun weekend.  
 
Our June meeting, for the past few years, has been a picnic at 
Fiesta Park in Ocean City. It is a nice shaded area with a 
covered pavilion and everyone contributes to the great food.  
The recipients of the scholarships we provide to seniors at 
Stephen Decatur High School and their parents are always 
invited and have often attended.  
 
We do not meet in July and August but instead we assist the J1 
students from Ireland. Pat and Rick Fairbend handle the Irish 
Outreach Program here in Ocean City and a number of our 
members volunteer to help them in their efforts.  

 
-Mary Rosenhagen, President- 
 
 

Harford County, Division 1 
 

Thanks to our LAOH Sisters and Friends 
who supported our “Forget-Me-Not” 
Appraisal and Lunch Fundraiser on April 
14th.  There were many, many, “flowers” 
and fortunately only a few “weeds!”  The 
appraisers were delighted to see so many 
“exquisite” pieces of jewelry.  Some of us 

came with high hopes, but found that the current market is not 
in our favor , but it was still fun!  The live auction was a hoot!  
And the basket raffle winners seemed very pleased with their 
winnings.  Best of all, through our guest’s generosity, we will be 
making substantial donations to our favorite charities.  
 
We will be supporting the State Missions and Charities 
Fundraiser, and then taking a summer break after our June 
meeting and social.  In September we return with renewed 
vigor as we plan our next event! 
 
May flowers always line your path and sunshine light your day.  
May songbirds serenade your    every step along the way. 
 May a rainbow run beside you in a sky that’s always blue.  
 And may happiness fill your heart each day the whole summer 
through.  
    
- -Kathy Lay, President- 
 
 

Baltimore County, Division 14 
 

After some wonderful representation and participation during 
the St. Patrick’s Day festivities, the ladies of Division 14 are 
gearing up for a busy spring! In April, the ladies will be deciding 
our charity donations for the year. Previous recipients include 
My Sister’s Place, Sisters Academy, Marian House, Hezekiah 
House and St. Vincent’s Cemetery.  Many thanks go to our 

ever-generous ladies, who continue to allow us to carry out our 
mission of charity. 
  
The division will be collecting items for the babies at the Mercy 
Hospital NICU for our annual baby shower, held at the May 
20th meeting.  Items include knitted hats, baby blankets, and 
preemie outfits that have snaps in the front to allow for easier 
medical attention.  
  
Lastly, we wish every success to the State Board LAOH Mission 
Festival Bingo on Friday, May 18th at the Immaculate 
Conception Activity Center. We 
look forward to seeing everyone 
who will be attending this event!  

 

-Ashley Knapik, President- 
 

 
 

 
Baltimore County, Division 1 

 
We enjoyed the fundraisers and the installation mass at the 
Basilica.  The St Patrick’s Day Parade was a  great success with 
the good weather and daylight savings time beginning. 
 
A number of us attended the St Brigid mass at the Villa and 
enjoyed lunch at Kelsey’s on the west side of town. 
    
At our March meeting we celebrated with a ‘Pub Night’ where 
we had a perfect corned beef brisket specially baked by one of 
our ladies and with all the other trimmings produced by the 
rest of us.  
   
Two of us attended the Way of the Cross on Good Friday which 
is always so spiritual with not just Catholics but other Christian 
churches in the Annapolis area.  
 
We lost our oldest sister who would have been 100 years old 
this month. At 99 Mary came to all the meetings and a lot of 
the events.  She will be dearly missed as well as the other 4 
sisters from other divisions.  I’m sure they’re all up in heaven 
doing an Irish jig! 
 
The ‘Forget Me Not’ Luncheon and Antique Appraisal held by 
the Harford County division was entertaining and reminded us 
of the wonderful memories of what used to be in days gone by.  
  
We’re gearing up for the Mission & Charities bingo next month 
that’s always a fun time for all, with friends, sisters, cash prizes 
and great raffles.   
 
May your pockets be heavy and your heart be light,  
May good luck pursue you each morning and night. 
 
 

Maureen Shettle, President- 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://rlv.zcache.com/cartoon_bingo_card_custom_announcement-r68e45e69f3f9440bbea96a7a1855ab3b_imtet_8byvr_512.jpg&imgrefurl=http://custominvitations4u.com/Zquery?keywords%3Dbingo game&docid=AA21XQvPLMGTXM&tbnid=11edwrYXkbNsMM:&vet=10ahUKEwi3qpXE-MTaAhXEk1kKHd0uDPoQMwhzKDEwMQ..i&w=512&h=512&bih=637&biw=1600&q=bingo cartoon image&ved=0ahUKEwi3qpXE-MTaAhXEk1kKHd0uDPoQMwhzKDEwMQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Ocean City Irish Student Outreach provides assistance and 

support to Irish students who are in the area on J-1 visas. A 

team of local volunteers offers a comprehensive orientation 

and a range of information, support and practical services 

including: Social Security numbers access and information, 

Information leaflets, housing, employment, a hotline that 

students call to access assistance with urgent problems, legal 

services information and referral and practical assistance with 

incidental items for apartments (*sheets, towels, tea kettles). 

*We can help by donating these items. 

 

 

The Irish Center reopens on May 21. Local LAOH member Pat 

Fairbend invites us to stop by when we are in Ocean City. The 

Center is at 1208 Baltimore Avenue #1, Ocean City, MD  21842.        
 

 
 

Cecil County, Division 1 
 

Cecil County Division 1 recently extended a warm welcome to 
our fellow sisters from Harford County Division 1 who came to 
visit us at our April meeting. It was so nice to enjoy their 
fellowship. Before we held our meeting we had a wonderful 
Irish History lesson by local historian Erica Quesenberry Sturgil. 
Erika presented a very detailed program of how the Irish 
immigrants settled in Cecil and Harford Counties.   
 
Our Division is under the diocese of Wilmington, Delaware and 
it is holding a pilgrimage throughout the year to celebrate the 
150th Anniversary in 2019. They have a yearlong pilgrimage for 
visitors to have the chance to visit 10 of the oldest churches in 
Delaware and the Eastern Shore of Maryland from now till next 
year. Our division was proud and excited to be Docents for the 
first Saturday in April by assisting at St. Patrick's Chapel in 

Conowingo, Maryland. We hope you will stop by one of the 
first Saturdays to visit this little gem of Irish history.  
 
As our year winds down and we look back on the past few 
months celebrating at our St. Brigid mass and dinner, co-
chairing the Immaculate Conception St. Patrick dinner dance 
and delivering handmade floral arrangements to local nursing 
homes. We will end our year with a baby shower and by 
donating baby items we collected for the Cecil County 
Pregnancy center in Elkton, Maryland.   
 
Wishing all our sisters in each division in Maryland a safe and 
enjoyable summer! 

 
In our motto, 
-Janice White, President-  
 

 
Freedom For All Ireland 

 
Freedom For All Ireland is a national AOH/LAOH effort to 
support a United Ireland. Mary Leathem, National FFAI Chair 
2016-2018, has worked cooperatively with the national AOH to 
garner support for the charitable organizations that are 
impacting peace and reconciliation in the North and promoting 
the benefits of a united nation. We are also exploring ways to 
publicize where donations have made a significant impact on 
peace and reconciliation. 
 
Since the last issue, LAOH has stressed support for the national 
campaign and continue dialogue with our brother Hibernians.  
Our goals remain focused on opening up communication and 
coordinating our efforts.   
 
Thanks goes out to all individuals, divisions, counties and states 
who supported our campaign this year.  You have made an 
impact on the continued efforts of groups in the North of 
Ireland working for peace and reconciliation. 
 
As noted in the last issue, the following recommendations have 
been submitted to the MD State Board for consideration: 
 

 Consideration by every division, either as a division or 
individuals, to make an annual donation to FFAI. 

 An expectation of the MD LAOH State Board for each 
division to appoint a FFAI representative and maintain 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjsn6SA48TaAhVskuAKHSW2BG4QjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://freedesignfile.com/69890-summer-beach-travel-backgrounds-vector-03/&psig=AOvVaw2Sm0fYLsWUsmeM1gobWHBu&ust=1524173205436551
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the contacts for the representatives.  Schedule 
quarterly meetings for the appointees. 

 Consideration by every division to learn more about 
the FFAI mission and its efforts for a United Ireland. 

 Consideration given to participating in the annual 
AOH/LAOH FFAI trip to Ireland. 

 Consideration given to including a presentation about 
FFAI and its work to each division, every year, at a 
division meeting. 

 

-Cathleen Reinholdt-MD LAOH FFAI Appointee 
 

 

Kelly’s Convention Comments: 

 

As you may know the National Convention for 

AOH/LAOH is scheduled for July 11 thru 14, 2018 in 

Louisville, Kentucky. I encourage you to see if you can 

attend this convention. It shows how our organization 

works from the National all the way down to the 

Divisions. I have already made my reservation and I’m 

looking forward to going! 

 
 

Howard County, Division 1 
This quarter has been a time of change for our Division which 
has elected a new slate of officers for 2018-2019: President - 
Sharon Strobel (also MD LAOH State Secretary); Vice President 
– Mary Anne Mohler; Recording Secretary – Katie Schulze; 
Treasurer – Laura Ensey (also MD LAOH State Treasurer); 
Catholic Action – Carol Hayes-Gegner; Mistress-at-Arms – 
Maria Benitez; Sentinel – Marcia Tiffany.  The offices of 
Financial Secretary, Irish Historian and Missions & Charities are 
currently vacant.    
 
The Division is very thankful for the leadership and support 
provided by Patti Gifford, Past-President and Bernice Kish, 
Recording Secretary.  We look forward to their continued 
presence and guidance as the new officers begin their journey.  
We are also very pleased to announce that Deacon Paul 
Gifford, Patti’s husband, has accepted our invitation to become 
the Division’s Chaplain.   
 
Despite the winter weather, our Division was represented at 
the Women’s Little Christmas celebration at Kibby’s in January.  
Kudos go to Stacie Guerin for arranging the day of friendship.   

March was busy as some of our members marched in Sisters 
from other Divisions and focusing on Baltimore’s annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade, and attended the St. Brigid’s Mass and 
luncheon at the Villa.   
 
We also supported the St. John the Evangelist Knights of 
Columbus Council Tanzanian Children’s Project by supplying 
and serving the dessert at the annual St. Patrick’s Day Dinner.  
Sharing time with our making our motto of ‘friendship, unity 

and Christian Charity’ alive in our 
lives remains a focus of our Division 
as we move forward. 
 
Patti Gifford continues to spearhead 
our Division’s sash-making 
fundraising efforts.  If new members 
need a sash or others need a newer 
one, the sash order sheet can be 
found on the MD LAOH website.    
 

Gratitude is the best attitude (Author Unknown) 
 

Sharon Strobel, President 

SALLY MURPHY EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
2018 

The committee is meeting next week to determine the winner of 
the Sally Murphy scholarship. 

-Maureen Shettle- Chairperson 

 

 

 
Anne Arundel AOH and LAOH Celebrate Mass 

On St. Patrick’s Day 2018 at 
St. John Neumann Church 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Let Us Pray  
 
Let us remember in prayer our Sisters who are sick 
and suffering, especially those in nursing homes and 
hospitals as well as our deceased Sisters that they 
may rest in God’s eternal embrace. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://orig13.deviantart.net/a4fa/f/2012/047/1/b/celtic_cross_tattoo_design_by_walken_woman1776-d4px2s4.jpg&imgrefurl=http://walken-woman1776.deviantart.com/art/Celtic-Cross-Tattoo-Design-285398356&docid=sfY14W1Oy4Ij2M&tbnid=7FBzgGnHXEOrVM:&vet=10ahUKEwiprKXxyLHTAhVM3IMKHRkxA9c4rAIQMwhTKFEwUQ..i&w=400&h=387&bih=658&biw=1600&q=celtic cross designs&ved=0ahUKEwiprKXxyLHTAhVM3IMKHRkxA9c4rAIQMwhTKFEwUQ&iact=mrc&uact=8

