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President’s Message
Dear Sisters:
Bliain Nua an-sásta agus beannaithe go léir!
(A Very Happy and Blessed New Year to All!)
I hope everyone recovered from the Christmas Holidays and
received as many gifts of joy and happiness that your heart can
hold. Let’s remember to carry that feeling forward as we delve
into 2018.
Congratulations to Patricia Zaccari from Division #4 and
Margaret Bauer from Division #14, our Deputy Marshalls for
the 2018 St. Patrick’s Day Parade, March 11, 2018. Both of the
ladies worked tirelessly over the last couple of years for their
divisions as well as the State Board. I believe this is a welldeserved honor for both. Please join me on February 25, 2018
for the Installation Mass at the Basilica to celebrate all the
Honorees.
I have asked all the State Board members to join me in visiting
all the divisions. We look forward to meeting all the LAOH
ladies over the next couple of months. We are also gearing up
for the Parade Fundraiser at the James Joyce, the Mission and
Charities Annual Bingo, Shucks and Shamrocks and some other
surprises along the way. I hope that you volunteer in some of
these endeavors. This organization is only as good as the sum
of all its parts and each one of you is an important part of this
organization.
Lastly, I want to thank you all for placing your confidence in me
at the State Convention. I am truly honored to guide this
organization through the next two years. I can honestly say you
have elected a very hard-working Board that will do our best to
honor the confidence that you have placed in all of us. We will
not let you down.

Feb., Mar, Apr. 2018

Calendar
February
Feb 4: St. Brigid’s Mass, 1 PM, The Villa. Luncheon following,
the Peppermill Restaurant
Feb. 16: Irish Railroad Workers Museum IAHM Party, 7-11 PM,
Rosedale Gardens
Feb. 25: Installation of Parade Marshal’s Mass, 1:30 PM, the
Basilica
March
Mar: 11 Baltimore St. Patrick’s Day Parade Mass, 10:45 AM,
Basilica; Parade, 2 PM Washington Monument
Mar 16: St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon, 12:30 PM, Parker’s White
Marsh
Mar. 17: Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
Mar. 30: Way of the Cross, 12 PM Manresa, Annapolis.
Luncheon following, Severn Inn
April
Apr. 14: Antique Appraisal and Lunch, 11:30-3, St. Mark’s,
Fallston

Cultural Corner
BOOKS
MONTPELIER PARADE by Karl Geary
CONVERSATIONS WITH FRIENDS by Sally Rooney
MINDS OF WINTER by Ed O’Loughlin
WHEN LIGHT IS LIKE WATER by Molly McCloskey
CONCERTS

Slainte,

2 March 8 PM Cherish the Ladies at Cellar Stage ,
Timonium United Methodist Church
7 March 8 PM The Chieftains at Music Center at
Strathmore
17 March 7:30 PM Celtic Woman at Hippodrome,
France-Merrick Performance Center

-Kelly-

-Joanna Cox-

Gatherings
Irish Blessings
Love comes in many forms. It is not just for two lovers that
cupid has pierced with his bow. It could be the love of a child, a
pet or even a parent. And for most, like me, it can be a love of a
sister. To all who have been blessed with such sisterly love,
Happy St. Valentine’s Day…

On January 14th we will be having our Installation of Officers.
Our State Board Vice President Stacy Guerin will do the honors.
Here’s hoping everyone has a happy and healthy New Year!
Yours in Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity,

-Christina Parks, Reporter-

A Sister’s Love

Baltimore City, Division 1

Lopsided pigtails, hula hoop, jumping rope, clover chains.
Hiking up that large oak tree, dangling upside down seeing the
world as only children can.The echo of giggles in the night as
we shared stories under our makeshift bedlinen tents.

The ladies of the Venerable Catherine McAuley Division in
Baltimore City enjoyed a busy and productive autumn. Many
of us went to the State Convention in Ocean City, where one of
our sisters was elected to the state board as Vice-President.

You were always there

We had a great time at the Maryland Irish Festival where, in
addition to donating baked goods and staffing the LAOH bake
table, many of our members volunteered in the children’s &
cultural halls of which our vice-president is chair.

Shadow puppets dancing playfully across the moonlit bedroom
walls. Your perfect dog to my not so perfect cat. Rummaging
through grandmother’s closets playing dress-up. Taffeta ball
gowns, seductive hat veils and mink fur stoles, dreaming of
when it will be our turn.
You were always there
Our first heartache, you reminded me it was not the end of the
world and you were right. The birth of a child, “she has mom’s
eyes, he has dad’s grip”. The passing of a parent, sharing stories
does not bring them back but eases the pain. Realizing you
were my first best friend.
You were always there
Memories awakened by life’s familiar sound, touch or smell. Is
it too late to ask for one last giggle or sit with me under our
tree?
Till the end we will always be sisters.

-Kathleen Norris-

Carroll County, Division 1
In December we adopted a family for Christmas and held our
elections. We had our Christmas Party at Diane Zeller’s house.
Thank you Diane for your hospitality! Everyone who attended
had a great time!
Some of our members attended Little Christmas at Kibby’s.
Thank you to our State Board Vice President Stacy Guerin for
arranging this.

Our Catholic Action officer organized a divisional Christmas toy
donation in support of the toy drive organized by the Mission
Integration Committee at Mercy Medical Center. We finished
the year with two new members and a wonderful holiday
dinner at Amicci’s in Little Italy.
We invite you to join us in helping those in need and
celebrating our Irish history and culture. We meet the third
Tuesday of the month at 7 pm at the Life of Reilly pub in east
Baltimore. Join us for dinner and a meeting.
In friendship, unity, & Christian charity,

-Dorothy Reed, President-

Kelly’s Wishes
Lá Vailintín Shona (Happy Valentine’s Day)
Lá Naomh Pádraig Beannaithe! (A Very Blessed Saint
Patrick’s Day)
Séasúr fágtha de mhachnamh (A Lenten season of
reflection)
Cásca an-bheannaithe agus sásta! (A Very Blessed and
Happy Easter)

LAOH Website
Go to www.marylandlaoh.org for
events, flyers and forms. There are links
to items of interest in the local Irish Community as well as
information on the national scene.
You can also find us on http://www.facebook.com
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Anne Arundel County
It was so wonderful to have so many sisters join us as guests for
our first Tinsel Tea in November. Thank you so much for your
support!
In December Jane Bannon served us a delicious Italian dinner
as we celebrated Christmas together in her lovely home. We all
brought packages of diapers to donate to Birthright as our
holiday project.
Members are organizing to assist with the Winter Relief Effort
at St. John Neumann Church, an emergency program which
rotates among 60 county churches each season. As a division,
we donate $5 McDonald’s gift cards.
We are happy that Kelly will be coming to our January meeting
to install our new officers: President-Jane Bannon, Vice
President-Blanche O’Neill, Secretary-Patti Petti, Treasurer-Jane
Lunney, Financial Secretary- Ann O’Dea, Irish Historian-Kathy
Norris, Missions and Charities-Terry Hardgrave, Catholic ActionVacant, Sentinel-Betty Eger, Mistress at Arms-Ann Hennelly.
Hopefully you will be able to join us on Good Friday for the
Way of the Cross at Manresa. It is always a meaningful and
ecumenical gathering for Holy Week. Call Betty Eger (410 571
2822) for luncheon at the Severn Inn afterwards.
March will see our schedule bursting with serving Lenten Soup
Supper, working Donut Sunday, marching in Parades, watching
the Juniors entertain and attending St. Patrick’s Day Mass for
starters…

Arms Wendy Laidler, and Sentinel Kelly Rutkowski. St Ita prayer
pictures were given to attendees as a gift from Division 2.
Peace,
-Gleela Kolakowski, Reporter-

Worcester County, Division 1
Our new officers for the 2017-2019 term were installed on
December 12, 2017 at our Christmas Luncheon. The officers
are Mary Rosenhagen, President; Jackie Choate, Vice President;
Kathleen M. Hensler, Treasurer; Suzanne Lamont, Financial
Secretary; Renee Morley, Irish Historian; Anne Cottingham,
Catholic Action; Mary Ann Welsh, Mission & Charity; Cathy
Bocci, Mistress of Arms and Peggy Bennett, Sentinel.
We will have our annual Mass in honor of the feast of St. Brigid
on Thursday, February, 1, 2018. Mass will be at 9 AM at St.
Luke's in Ocean City followed by a breakfast at Dumser's
Restaurant at 123rd St. and Coastal Highway. All are invited to
join us.
Our division will once again be marching in the Ocean City St.
Patrick's Day Parade which this year will take place right on the
17th of March. The Parade begins at 12 noon at 61st. and will
continue down Coastal Highway to 44th Street.
Worcester GOLD (Giving Others Lives Dignity) will be the
recipient of Easter baskets from our sisters. Each year they
provide us with a list of items that will make Easter a little
happier for some children in this area.
Hopefully later in April some of our division will take part in the
Spring Tea which we have had in the past. Further details will
be passed along at a later date.

Cheers,

-Jane Lunney, President-Mary Rosenhagen, PresidentHarford County, Division 2
In November we held our officer elections. We also made our
annual donations to our charities.
In December we celebrated Christmas together with family and
friends at Libertore’s in Bel Air.
In January 2018 we held our annual St Ita Healing Mass with
donations made to Gabriel Network and Angels Supporting Our
Troops. The reception was held at the St Mark White Hall.
Our new officers were installed by LAOH State Board President
Kelly Parks. The new officers for our division in 2018-2020 are
as follows: President Thelma Graziano, Vice President Michelle
Franz, Secretary Tina Carson, Treasurer Barbara Jo Wuest,
Financial Secretary Elaine Gardner, Catholic Action Debbie
Buck, Missions Pat Johnson, Historian Mary Asaki, Mistress at

Harford County, Division 1
In 2017 the ladies of Harford County Division 1 sponsored two
major fundraisers: The Preakness Celebration in May and the
Celtic Christmas Concert in November. Through the support of
our LAOH Sisters and the community, we were able to make
sizable donations to: The Welcome One Emergency Shelter, the
Gabriel Network, Boy Scout Troop 4513, Anna’s House, The
Empty Stocking Fund and St. Mark’s Parish Poor Box.
The 2018 Officers were installed by State President, Kelly Parks
following Mass at Holy Spirit Church.
State Life Membership has been awarded to Betty Weiderhold.
Betty, who has held both state and division offices, is a loyal,
dedicated Sister who exemplifies our motto of Friendship,
Unity, and Christian Charity. Our new Financial Secretary, Kira
Schoeffeld, has also accepted an appointment as the State
Membership Chair. Congratulations to all!
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Please join us on Friday, March 16th for our 32nd annual St.
Patrick’s Day Luncheon to be held at Parker’s Restaurant in
White Marsh.
And after the frigid winter months, we look forward to April’s
longer days, lovely flowers and especially to our “Forget-meNot!” fundraiser on April 14th. You must have
a “forget-me-not” tucked away! Maybe a
family heirloom, a yard sale find, a piece of
jewelry, etc. Just dust if off, and bring it along.
Find out if it is a “flower” or a “weed!” Enjoy
lunch while professionals offer verbal
appraisals of your coveted or forgotten items.
Try your luck at the 50/50 and Pick-a-Prize raffles, and bid in
the Live Auction! It will be a fun, informative, and maybe a
profitable afternoon!
- -Kathy Lay, President-

Baltimore County, Division 14
Greetings Sisters, Peace and Abundant Blessings to all in 2018!
As we start another joyful year, we are pleased to announce
the following elected slate of officers for Division 14 for the
2018-2019 term: President – Ashley Knapik, Vice President Margaret Bauer Recording Secretary – Margie Hayes, Financial
Secretary – Denny Mullin, Treasurer – Katie McCune, Irish
Historian - Lauren Breidigam, Chair of Missions and Charities Patrice Bell , Chair of Catholic Action - Rita Hundley, Mistress of
Arms - Cathy Dolan, Sentinel – Jullie Humeniuk
Ashley has moved from VP to President, AND is State Missions
and Charities Officer. Margaret has retired from State M&C to
now become division VP. Margie Hayes stepped down to take
the Secretary position, as Eileen Edwards is now our State
Catholic Action officer. Many thanks to Eileen for her many
years and excellent work as division secretary. Lauren
Breidigam is new to our roster having joined the division just
about a year ago. Thanks for stepping up! We look forward to
working together to support the whirlwind of activities this
spring, and in helping each other to live out our motto of
Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity.
Let’s all make our best effort this year to participate in more
activities and thus get to know one another better, as sisters
do! May we work together to build a division that supports one
another in this life and in achieving the afterlife with our
glorious Lord in heaven.

-Margie Hayes, PresidentReminder: Trip to Ireland June 4-12, 2018
Contact Joanne Miskelly Cox 410 467 4147
miskellycox@verizon.net

Baltimore County, Division 1
Many of our members enjoyed the State Convention in October
and congratulate the new State Board members.
The bake table at the Irish Festival was a hit again this year as
we sold out every day before closing time. Everyone loves
fresh home baked cookies, cakes, scones, breads, etc. We
hope everyone will bake double next year to please the crowd
and bring in more money for our charities.
A number of us attended the Memorial Mass in October and
wonderful Tinsel Tea held by the Annapolis Division. The
Christmas Brunch at the Hopkins Club is the perfect way to
start the Christmas season with all our sisters. It’s one tradition
that we hope will never end. The ‘Little Christmas’ at Kibby’s
was fun, relaxing and enjoyable with Irish music, good food and
friends.
We will attend the St. Brigid Mass in February and some of our
ladies will be attending the Irish History Dinners and will share
the history they learn with the rest of us at a future meeting.
We’re excited about the upcoming fundraisers for the St.
Patrick’s Day Parade and pray for good weather. Let us all pray
the prayer from St. Patrick:
May the Strength of God pilot us;
May the Wisdom of God instruct us;
May the Hand of God protect us;
and the Word of God direct us.

Maureen Shettle, President-

Kelly’s Convention Comments:
As you may know the National Convention for
AOH/LAOH is scheduled for July 11 thru 14, 2018 in
Louisville, Kentucky. I encourage you to see if you can
attend this convention. It shows how our organization
works from the National all the way down to the
Divisions. I have already made my reservation and I’m
looking forward to going!

Baltimore County, Division 4
Greetings Sisters:
Hope everyone is enjoying the New Year despite the brutally
frigid temperatures… Division 4 had to make some significant
changes with the start of 2018. Due to the increased
population at College Manor, which was our meeting place for
quite some time, we have moved our meetings to St.
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John’s Hydes Church. We would like to thank College Manor
for their wonderful hospitality during our time with them.
We would like to congratulate Angie Parker who was the
winner of our Gift Card basket fund raiser that was raffled off
at the LAOH Christmas Party. Angie purchased her ticket at our
Times Gone Bye fundraiser and always supports LAOH
activities. We were able to raise $253.71 for our
division. Thank you to all who contributed.
Division 4 is in need of members. We plan to have a Mass
to get to know each other, share some information and stir up
some new interest in LAOH. No date has been set as yet but
we're hoping for some time in March at our new facility-Saint
John’s in Hydes.
Congratulations to Pat Zaccari, who is not only our new
president, but was selected (and well deserved) to be one of
the honorary Marshals in the Saint Patrick’s Day Parade.
Please remember to pay your 2018 dues.
Looking forward to a fantastic year…

-Mary Helene Miller, ReporterCecil County, Division 1
The cold weather has not stopped the Cecil County Division 1
from hibernating. We celebrated our Christmas luncheon at
Shaffer's Canal house with a lovely lunch and enjoyed good
food and fellowship. At the luncheon we presented our
charitable donations to Outreach of Cecil County, St. Vincent de
Paul, Ray of Hope and Amazing Grace.
Our members wanted to make the holidays a little bit
brighter for those in our local nursing homes. Several Sisters
worked hard to make beautiful floral decorations for 5 local
nursing homes to display in their community dining room.

Freedom For All Ireland
Freedom For All Ireland is a national AOH/LAOH effort to
support a United Ireland. Mary Leathem, National FFAI Chair
2016-2018, has worked cooperatively with the national AOH to
garner support for the charitable organizations that are
impacting peace and reconciliation in the North and promoting
the benefits of a united nation.
We are also exploring ways to publicize where donations have
made a significant impact on peace and reconciliation. Having
recently worked as part of a National LAOH committee to open
up communication with our AOH brothers in order to
coordinate our efforts for FFAI, we look forward to partnering
in fundraising.
Currently in the FFAI Christmas Appeal information on the
national AOH website, the LAOH and Mary Leathem's
information is included. The committee will continue to forge
combined efforts for FFAI.
The following recommendations have been submitted to the
MD State Board for consideration:







Consideration by every division, either as a division or
individuals, to make an annual donation to FFAI.
An expectation of the MD LAOH State Board for each
division to appoint a FFAI representative and maintain
the contacts for the representatives.
Schedule
quarterly meetings for the appointees.
Consideration by every division to learn more about
the FFAI mission and its efforts for a United Ireland.
Consideration given to participating in the annual
AOH/LAOH FFAI trip to Ireland.
Consideration given to including a presentation about
FFAI and its work to each division, every year, at a
division meeting.

-Cathleen ReinholdtThis past week nine of us got together in January with paper,
scissors, ribbons and glue to make over 70 handmade
Valentines for our Veterans. Great job Sisters!!

-Janice White, President-

Let Us Pray

Let us remember in prayer our Sisters who are sick
and suffering, especially those in nursing homes and
hospitals as well as our deceased Sisters that they
may rest in God’s eternal embrace.
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SALLY MURPHY EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
2018
The Sally Murphy Educational Assistance contest for the $1,000
scholarship towards education is running now until March 17 th.
All entries must be postmarked no later than March 17, 2018.
Detailed information and an application are available on the
LAOH Maryland website. All LAOH members, their children,
sister, brother, niece, nephew or husband are eligible to apply for
the $1,000 scholarship.
If you have any questions that are not
answered on the website, please feel free
to call me.
Yours in Friendship, Unity and Christian
Charity,

-Maureen Shettle- Chairperson
(410) 740-0591
maureenmgp@msn.com

6

